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AMALIA GAMIO:

I call to order the 594th meeting of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The
Committee will proceed with Agenda Item 5. Today, the Committee will consider the initial report
of Japan. I have the honour to warmly welcome the distinguished delegation, headed by Mr.
Satoshi Katahira, Deputy Director-General, Deputy Assistant Minister, Foreign Policy Bureau,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, who will make opening remarks. Captioning, International
Sign and interpretation in English, French, and Spanish are available.

Interpretation in Japanese is also available in channel 0 for participants in this room and in the
option floor for observers in the webcast on the site UN Web TV. The consideration of this initial
report will be held in two meetings over two consecutive days, each of which will last for three
hours. Today's consideration of the initial report is as follows: a number of experts will ask
questions relating to the first cluster or group of article of the Convention, starting with articles
1 to 10, following which the delegation will be given an opportunity to respond to those questions.
The Committee will then ask questions on the next cluster of articles, 11 to 20 and follow-up
questions to the first cluster. This will bring us to the close of the day. I wish to draw the
delegation's attention to the need for careful time management. When a response cannot be
provided, the delegation may submit the pending information in writing within 24 hours form the
end of the dialogue and provide it in Word format. I would like to remind the delegation that the

introductory statement should not exceed 20 minutes. Excellency, you have the floor.
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KATAHIRA SATOSHI:

Thank you Chair of the Committee, distinguished members, all participants, attendees. It is a
great pleasure to be here for the consideration of the initial report submitted by Japan and Article
35 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities my name is Kitahara Satoshi,
Deputy Director General of the Ministry of foreign affairs.

Today's review of Japan's report is taking place for the first time since Japan concluded the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2014 and submitted its initial report in
2016. On behalf of the Japanese delegation, I would like to express our respect for the activities
of the Committee for its vigorous daily work to respect and ensure the rights of persons with
disabilities, and express our sincere appreciation for the tireless efforts by the Committee to
convene the constructive in-person dialogue that had been postponed for two years due to COVID-
19. Our delegation is comprised of 31 officials, most of them from the capital, from seven different
offices and ministries. As well as the Permanent Representative of Japan in Geneva. First of all,
I would like to introduce Ambassador Yamazaki Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary and

Permanent Representative of Japan, who will make some initial remarks.
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YAMAZAKI KAZUYUKT:

Thank you, Chair, thank you, Mr. Katahira Satoshi.

I want to make a short remarks at the outset of the meeting. It is our pleasure to make the opening
address on the occasion of the first review of Japan. The fact that there is such a large number of
participants in today's session shows that there exists tremendous interest in Japan's policies and
measures for the rights of persons with disabilities. Last summer, the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and
Paralympic Games were held in Japan. The Government of Japan approved the basic policy for
the Tokyo Games that considered the Tokyo Games as an opportunity to promote the "barrier-free
mindset", whereby everyone respects and supports each other's individuality and personality
regardless of whether or not anyone has disabilities. This was coupled with plans to advance urban
development in terms of universal design in Tokyo, with a view to nationwide deployment in the
aim of increasing opportunities for persons with disabilities and realizing a fully inclusive society.
In practice, the convening of the Tokyo Games spurred advancements in making facilities more
accessible. Indeed the Games are a good example of how each time we have had to prepare for such
large events, Japan has recognized the issue of social barriers and steadily make improvements.
We have done the same when it comes to preparing for and rebuilding after the frequent natural
disasters that have struck Japan to date. While we have made progress in this way, at the same
time, Japan recognizes that it still needs to resolve various issue to realize a fully inclusive society.
We appreciate the fact that such issues will be addressed during the constructive dialogue, and

the Government of Japan would like to take into account the discussion over these two days here
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in Geneva as it continues to engage in addressing these issues. Japan believes that human rights
are universal values, and that the protection of human rights is the basic responsibility of all
countries. Based on this belief, Japan has been promoting human rights diplomacy through
dialogue and cooperation. Dialogue is also valued in this State Party review, and we will do our

best to make the discussion a fruitful one. Thank you very much.
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KATAHIRA SATOSHI:

Thank you, Ambassador Yamazaki. The Ambassador just mentioned the "barrier-free mindset." It
is a key concept on Japan's contribution on the development of the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities. As the world continues to grapple with containing the spread of COVID-19 and
responding to ongoing conflicts, we are concerned that issues faced by persons with disabilities
have not always been given sufficient recognition. Persons with disabilities can be affected
differently in societies in crisis. In order to aim for the development of truly inclusive societies
where no one will be left behind, we think it is important that all people, with their various
physical and mental characteristics and differing mindsets, engage in communication with each
other to deepen their mutual understanding. In Japan, we refer to this as a "barrier-free mindset"
and work to promote a wide range of measures in public facilities such as schools, workplaces, and
hospitals, and in various places at the community-level, including in the home, in shops and
restaurants, and in cultural and sports facilities. For this constructive -- in addition to the
representative of the better innocent representative of Japan in Geneva, 25 officials from major
offices and ministries concerned with measures regarding persons with disabilities have come to
Geneva from Tokyo. Also here to participate in the dialogue are Mr. Ishikawa Jun and Ms. Miura
Director and Deputy Director of the Commission on Policy for Persons with Disabilities, a
framework in charge of promoting, protecting and monitoring implementation of the Convention
at the national level, at stipulated in Article 33. Mr. Ishikawa is also a former member of the
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. In addition, many others have come to
observe the dialogue, including representatives of organizations of persons with disabilities. These
observers include Mr. Funago Yasuhiko, member of house of councillors, and Mr. Yokosawa
Takanori, both members of the House of Councilors who themselves are persons with disabilities,
and Mr. Tamon candidate for the election of members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities due to take place in 2024. The Government of Japan recognizes the importance
of various activities by civil society, and therefore considers it important to reflect a wide range of
opinions when it comes to promoting the implementation of the Convention. With this perspective
in mind, we have been working with civil society organizations and held a meeting to exchange
opinions with them in July 2020 concerning our preparation for our Replies to the List of Issues.
The Government of Japan will continue to place importance on promoting an inclusive process.
Chairperson, distinguished members of the Committee attendee, The Basic Act for Persons with
Disabilities stipulates the fundamental principles behind Japan's measures regarding persons

with disabilities. The Basic Programme for Persons with Disabilities in turn serves as a concrete
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and detailed plan for how to go about implementing the principles. Based on these principles, the
Government of Japan has been working to improve and advance various measures in accordance
with the Convention. As part of this effort, government offices and ministries have been working
together to implement the kinds of initiatives. Having said that, it is true that there are still
differences in the level of progress achieved in different sectors and there are still issues that need
to be addressed. Currently, the Government of Japan is preparing the Fifth Basic Programme for
Persons with Disabilities for the period from 2023 to 2027, in order to further promote measures
for supporting the independence and social participation of persons with disabilities. We will work
ensure a constructive dialogue over the course of these two days, and we will reflect the results in
our preparation of the Basic Programme. In this dialogue, we look forward to receiving

constructive advice from the Committee on our initiatives. Thank you very much for your attention.
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AMALIA GAMIO:

Thank you very much. Distinguished delegation. There are two country rapporteurs for Japan, Mr.
Jonas Ruskus and Ms. Miyeon Kim. I will now call upon one co-rapporteur, Mr. Jonas Ruskus, for
his opening remarks, for up to 6 minutes. He will also initiate the round of questions for articles

1-10, followed other members who will pose questions. Mr. Jonas Ruskus, you have the floor.

O FRHRERDEE

GEERRM ZHR D)

FEEER.BEEEZE AL AFTTOGBICEVWTERIGRBZZ/H >TSS,
BAESEDORKRRGHERIL., BERICINESNEHENIE,

BHBMANDAR. R, AHGLOLEDTITOATO T, KoL TEBRZRHT SO TIELEC, 332
ZTAIZEITHETOHmERRTHEHNENE, BB LRILLSLR T, LWVl EIDVTERZE-
TWha,

EHAYESNTHOEREDEFEN SN TE,

HKIZRE. BERDHBICHLT. BFDAEYA. PRELEBTHENMTONATVSIEAHYFET,

7



HERRDEHIX, 2016 FDT—RZM, 19 ADBEFENTLRYEL=, 26 BNGEEZ T, BIZFERE
HIZEA AU TIFEL D EDDIKIETIFAR LD,

DFEYZREZHEL ST HERDEBEREEENF ORBIERICOVTEO TULDELELITEL,
ZFLT. &M BEEH O OZHICOVTE,. CSTHLEFEVLOTT A, BRENAELDO T, HEDRESIC
B9 C&ITLFELED,

ZERLHMUEICE>TVWANALEEHRE T HIERERETHD. TXTOAEEZETEZHEOARLLIC
HLTRERD, BRICEVWTSEREATIKEEZRET S LTEEICERELGHRTT,
BR.ATSEE.ZVOHLBRESBLHABLAFLTEYET,

XKEEFE

JONAS RUSKUS:

Thank you. Madam Chair. Er Committee, Ambassador of Japan to the international organization,
head of delegation, Katahira Satoshi, other, may I begin my opening remarks by warmly
welcoming the high-level Delegation of Japan to the constructive dialogue with the Committee on
Rights of Persons with Disabilities of the United Nations.

I would like to thank the state party for their comprehensive special reports and replies to the list
of issues raised by the Committee.

May I also warmly welcome the delegations of Persons with Disabilities of Japan and all Persons
with Disabilities of Japan, they join us today in this room or that are watching the dialogue online.
I appreciate the quality of alternative reports of the organizations of Persons with Disabilities of
Japan provided to the Committee. In addition, I would like to take opportunity and to pay tribute
and express gratitude to the most competent former member of the Committee, it is indeed my
privilege and pleasure to assume the role of Committee's Country Rapporteur for Japan together
with my colleague Ms. Miyeon Kim. Japan has obligated to recognize the Human Rights model of
disability as side identified within the Convention. May I remind the Human Rights model of
disability.

Persons with Disabilities as equal part of human diversity and humanity, the social inclusion, the
participation, the full, are at the core of the Human Rights model of disability. I would like to
commend the Government of Japan and acknowledge efforts and measures taken to implement
the Convention, particularly the adoption of the act for eliminating discrimination against Persons
with Disabilities although it still needs to be made fully compliant with the Convention and the
adoption of Persons with Disabilities, prohibiting discrimination of Persons with Disabilities at
workplace establishing employment quota in public, private sectors, including for persons with

Intellectual disable and intense support requirements. Also obligating for reasonable
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accommodations at the workplace.

I also welcome the act on the provision of lump sum compensation to persons who received surgery
under the former protection law. However, on my capacity as co-rapporteur of the report for Japan,
I would like to draw your attention to some critical issue as regards the implementation of the
Convention of Japan. In Japan the perpetuation of institutionalization of Persons with Disabilities
particularly of persons with intellectual, psychosocial disabilities as well as of persons that require
more intense support of Children with Disabilities and he would Derrly Persons with Disabilities
in residential care settings, it raises serious concerns as well as promotion of the huge
institutionalization of persons with psychosocial disabilities in psychiatric hospitals, both public
and private instead of providing them freedom to choose the place of living in the community on
equal basis with other and the required support, including mental health services for them in the
community.

Even more, I am very much concerned by the degrees observed as regard education of Children
with Disabilities when some national legislation adopted after the ratification of the Convention
reiterates the discriminatory model of disability and promotes special segregated education of
Children with Disabilities, subjecting them to the medical assessment resulting in the denial of
Inclusive Education.

I'm concerned that these attitudes, they're actual in Japanese society. I consider the stabbings in
2016 when 19 Persons with Disabilities were killed and 26 were injured, it is not only the most
tragic event but a sign of needing awareness of all People with Disability, regardless of the
implementation, it must be a high priority in the Human Rights policy and agenda in Japan.
Further, I would like to urge the issues faced by Women and Girls with Disabilities in Japan.
However, due to time limits, I'll leave it for my colleagues for the later segment of the dialogue. I
find the constructive dialogue between CRPD Committee and the state party is a great opportunity
to identify all issues that must be addressed as regards to the full recognition of all Human Rights
for all Persons with Disabilities and to undermine the course to follow in Japan.

Madam Chair, sir, I look forward to the full, fruitful, constructive dialogue today and tomorrow.
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Thank you. I now will give the floor to members of the Committee. Each of you will have up to 2
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ISHIKAWA JUN:

I'll dress three medication concerns from our monitor, the Commaission of policy for Persons with
Disabilities.

The first concern is regarding Article 12, regime shift from substitute decision making to
supported decission making has not been officially considered. Equal recognition of Persons with
Disabilities before the law is restricted by the adult guardianship system and People with
Disabilities are judged to lack the capacity to appreciate right or wrong are restricted from
exercising legal capacity even if they have mental capacity and can enjoy exercising legal
capacity if appropriate support is provided.

Our second concern is regarding Article 14.
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In Japan, the number of psychiatric beds is outstandingly large. The average length of stay in
psychiatric hospitals is outstandingly long. Involuntary admissions have reached the same
number as other admissions. The majority of involuntary admissions are medical care and
protection admission. The medical care and protection admission is a unique system in which
patients are forcibly admitted to our psychiatric hospital, even if there is neither risk of self-
injury, nor of causing harm to others.

As long as their families agree with the decision made by designated psychiatrists.

The number of people undergoing physical restraints in psychiatric hospitals has doubled in the
past 20 years.

Restraints in mental care and in-patient facilities can be applied to persons with psychosocial
disabilities. Persons with dementia, persons with behavioral disorders, even when the measures
are not necessary as emergency measures were measures of last resort, no specific roadmap to
abolish such practices has been developed.

Our third concern is regarding Article 24, Inclusive Education System defined by the
Government of Japan includes special needs education school.

The number of children and students enrolled in special needs education schools and special
needs education classes continues to increase. Paradigm shift from separate education to
Inclusive Education is further required. Measures to provide reasonable accommodation and
individualized support at regular classes are still limited.

I hope the constructive dialogue which already started today and tomorrow will be very fruitful.

Thank you.
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This concludes the first day of the review of Japan's initial report. We will continue with Agenda
Item 5 tomorrow, Tuesday 23 August, with the second part of the consideration of the initial
report of Japan. We will reconvene tomorrow at 10:00 a.m. Geneve time.

The meeting is adjourned.
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HFEANSOEM XEX
® ISR DR e
<& SAOWALAK THONGKUAY :

The question is related to Article 1 through Article 4. From the replay the list of issues 1 to 4, I
appreciate the state party effort in harmonizing with the objective and purpose of Convention on
domestic laws including the basic acts for P, the act for eliminating discrimination against Persons
with Disabilities and medical treatment and supervision act. However, please inform the
Committee, number one, what steps the state party taken to modify or abolish such existing laws,
regulations, customs and practices that constitute discrimination against Persons with
Disabilities confined to the institutions? Question number 2, what specific measure are in place to
eliminate all forms of discrimination in particular to women, children, LGBTs and with
disabilities? In such measure is available, please clarify. Question 3, what measures the state
party taken tp ensure Persons with Disabilities regardless of their gender, age, perspectives, type
and level of their disabilities in particular women, girl and boy who 1s are severe disabilities can
receive support for their daily life and social life in a familiar place decided by them in accordance
with the CRPD standards.

Next, from receipt, ply to the list of issue, parall, what step do state party taken to have the
ratifications of the optional protocol, Article 6, Women with Disabilities, the eugenic protection act
builds a long lasting impact. Women with Disabilities still faced a harmful practices, in particular
involuntary sterilization and abortions without consent. Question number 1, please the state party
update the situation and government resources available with discrimination based on this
eugenic perception and Women with Disabilities, provide this information to the Committee.
Women with Disabilities have been denied of their reproductive health and rights, however I have
found that the state party launched an act to provide a compensation program to victims of
involuntary sterilization and abortion. Please provide the Committee statistics and other
concerned to the compensation program and follow-up plan to support victims of involuntary
sterilization and abortion.

What measure does state party taken that women's health support center, a unit of public health
centers in municipalities and districts, fully access, accessible standards and reasonable
accommodation policy available as a part of work of social work and public health.

The last question for Article number 6, what specific measures state party taken to ensure a
meaningful participation of Women with Disabilities and their organization at all levels
concerning them.

Actually I have two more Articles? Article 7, children with disability, in order to secure resources
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and reasonable accommodation for Children with Disabilities to ensure their right to express their
views freely, there are situations where the rights to express their views freely is not guaranteed
in home. In children welfare institutions, education and medical settings. So what measure does
state party taken or are in place to protect and ensure freedom expression for Children with
Disabilities and in the best interest of the child would be a primary consideration in particularly
those are living in welfare everyone institution and in contact family homes and other institutional
setting.

What step does state party take to protect the communication-based support and age appropriate
assistance in conferring that Children with Disabilities to live in the community, in according to
CRPD Article 19 and what step or specific measure does state party take to eliminate child abuse
practices in all institutions settings and last but not least, Madam Chair, and awareness raising.
The impact of the former eugenic protection act, it is still a long lasting, so please, does state party,
what measure you have been taking to combat the stereo typed and harmful practices related to
Women with Disabilities, including those based on sex and age perspective.

What step or measure has the state party taken to promote positive perceptions and greater social
awareness towards Persons with Disabilities including social model of disability and social and
built environment barriers spread by Persons with Disabilities.

Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

$ AMALIA GAMIO (VICE CHAIR) :

The next speaker, myself.

After the eliminating, the act of the to eliminate discrimination against Persons with Disabilities
and the amended disabled people employment promotion act, is discrimination decreasing? Article
7, the Committee on the Rights of the child has recommended Four Corners occasions that Japan
prohibit corporal punishment of children in all settings. The Human Rights Committee
recommended in 2014 that Japan take legislative measures to put an end to corporal punishment
of children in all settings.

What steps are being taken to ensure that legislation clearly and explicitly prohibits all forms of
corporal punishment of children, in all settings.

Article 10, does the government have any plan to survey on the effect of living environment change
for winter season that the public assistance was reduced.

Thank you. I give the floor to Sir Robert Martin.

< ROBERT GEORGE MARTIN :
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Thank you, Madam Chair. Welcome to the delegation from Japan I have questions on 4.3 and 8.
Please provide information on the measures taken for organizations of Persons with Disabilities
to participate in the design, implementation and the monitoring of all laws and policies that will
effect them.

Two, we have heard there are few members of the Commission on policy for Persons with
Disabilities, persons who have intellectual or psychosocial disabilities. Can you explain why this
is.

The disability groups could be involved in the Commission if given the opportunity and support
dose the government provide support to promote participation and policy development and
awareness raising? We have heard that there are widespread deep rooted issues with people with
psychosocial disabilities in Japan. Can you provide information about measures taken to combat
negative stereotype and prejudices relating to all persons of disabilities, particularly people of
psychosocial disabilities.

Please tell us whether Persons with Disabilities and their representative organizations, they're
involved in any awareness raising programmes. It there any training on the CRPD and to people
working on health, education and in the judicial systems in the media. Organizations of Persons
with Disabilities, are they involved in the training. Are awareness raising materials about the
CRPD available in accessible formats, including easy read.

Thank you.

<& SAMUEL NJUGUNA KABUE :

Thank you very much, Madam Chair. I take this opportunity also to welcome the delegation from
Japan in this dialogue. Please provide information on the implementation of the act of 2021 which
made reasonable accommodation applicable in both the private and public sector. Explain the
mechanism for address in the case violation. Do also help us to give a few examples of cases that
has come up as a result of our -- as an impact of that law.

Article 8, please inform on the organizations of the involvement of Persons with Disabilities in the
awareness raising programmes that the government has been running and help us to understand
the role of the media, particularly in receiving and disseminating information on Persons with
Disabilities and in building positive image of Persons with Disabilities.

Thank you very much.

<& GERTRUDE OFORIWA FEFOAME :

Warm welcome distinguished delegation. My Articles are on Question 6 and 9. Article 6, what

35



measures have been put in place to adopt a roadmap that includes measurable targets, timeline
and adequate resources for authorities to ensure implementation of legislations, policies and
strategies to prevent and address the negative attitudes, multiple intersectional discrimination
that Women and Girls with Disabilities face. Update us on the mechanism to ensure gender
balance of membership on councils and expert panels for decision making at national and local
levels. What measures are in place to promote representation of Women with Disabilities in these
important decision making councils, Committee and panels.

Article 9, kindly update us on policies and measures which are in place to improve access to
information and communication.

What mechanisms are in place to ensure public and private organizations procure information and
communication equipment and services that conform to Accessibility standards.

Three, what steps have been taken to ensure official government legislation and information are
accessible in sign language, easy read, or formats accessible to the different categories of Persons

with Disabilities. Thank you very much.

<& GEREL DONDOVDOR] :

Thank you, Chair. I have a question under Article 6. It seems that the right of Children with
Disabilities to express their views and concerning the matters relating to their issues, and also
then being taken into account as well as consequent is not clearly provided in 11 laws, including
the child welfare act. More and more, Children with Disabilities are more susceptible to violation,
violence, inhuman treatment and despite most of time they are victims of violence would be
questions. My question is please indicate measures taken by the state to ensure that use of
Children with Disabilities are taken into consideration and that they are provided with the
support to express themselves, including information in accessible formats.

My second question is, please indicate measures taken by the state to prevent, investigate and to
end the violation against the children.

Thank you, Chair.

< DANLAMI UMARU BASHARU :

Thank you very much, Madam Chair. What measures are in place to mainstream the Rights of
Children with Disabilities, including in the areas of early childhood development and access to
early intervention and inclusive services at all levels? What measures are given to Children with
Disabilities to express their views freely and that due weight is given to their views, in all matters

effecting them, including family, education, judicial and administrative proceedings.
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Eight, what measures are taken to combat negative stereotype and prejudices relating to Persons
with Disabilities among the public, the judiciary, government officials, civil servants and within
the family? What is the involvement of the media with regard to awareness raising program,
including Persons with Disabilities in a positive light?

Thank you.

<& FLOYD MORRIS

Thank you very much, Madam Chair. I want to take this opportunity as well as to welcome the
Distinguished Delegation of Japan to the Committee on the CRPD.

My question is relating to Article 8, awareness raising and it goes as follows.

From your state party report, and from conversation with OPDs in Japan, it seems as if the
medical, charity models of disability are deeply entrenched in the society. Deep negative attitudes
and stigma persist about Persons with Disabilities. What measures are being put in place to
ensure that there is consistent public awareness about Persons with Disabilities in Japan? Can
you also indicate if these measures are being put in place in consultation with Persons with

Disabilities and their organizations? May it please, Madam Chair.

<& MIYEONKIM :

Thank you, Madam Chair, Excellency, head of Delegation of Japan. cleanse from the head mission
of Japan and all members of the state party, delegation, very welcome.

I have a question on Article 5, does the Japanese government ratty the optional protocol? Please
provide the information on procedure of remedies under the act on the elimination of
discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.

Finally, please provide information on how the act on the elimination of discrimination against
Persons with Disabilities cover the multiple discrimination by intersectional to ensure measures
for Persons with Disabilities based on diverse background.

Thank you so much.

< JONAS RUSKUS :

Thank you. Madam Chair.

I have several questions in relation to Article 1 through 4, from the reports to the Committee, I
object serbsed the national legislation still pertains paternalistic approach to Persons with
Disabilities, maintaining elements of medical model of disability across various of regulations and

practice please inform the Committee on efforts taken to harmonisation the disability related
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national legislation and policy was Human Rights model of disability as contained in the
Convention. The Committee is also I be formed about the disability qualification and certification
system which is on the basis of impairment and capacity assessment, promotes exclusion of
Persons with Disabilities especially with the high support requirements, particularly of persons
with intellectual, sensory impairment, from the disability allowance, social inclusion schemes.
Please inform the Committee about efforts to -- of the state party to adopt the Human Rights
model of disability within the disability qualification and certification system.

Committee with like to hear about efforts taken to eliminate regional and municipal gaps in
providing necessary services and assistance, including mobility support, personal assistance,
communication support for Persons with Disabilities in communities.

The Committee also would like to hear about the progress in eliminating derogatory such as
"mentally incompetent", mental derangement, physical, mental disorder, mental retardation,
insanity, used in various laws and legislation and replacing it with the terminology based on
Human Rights model of disability. The Committee would like to hear about comprehensive
response of the state party to the stabbings, the response aiming at combating eugenic societies.
I would like to hear also about whether the state party has eliminated discriminatory legal
restrictions such as disqualifying clauses based on, I quote, equal or mental disorder within the
national and municipal legislations. Please also inform about any plans to review the inaccurate
translation of Convention into Japanese, particularly in terms of inclusion, inclusive,
communication, Accessibility, access, particular living arrangements, personal assistance,
habitation.

Finally, but not least, please inform the state party plans to withdraw its interpreted declaration

on Article 23.5.4 -- 4, I'm sorry -- of the Convention.
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® I5R3—1 DI7+R—FYvTEMEISRE—2 DEM
<& FERNANDEZ DE TORRIJOS

I admire your culture, education, yards, car, electronics, and of course, your food.

Today we're talking about Persons with Disabilities and I have been struck by a number of
situations first of all relating to Article 12 as Mr. Ishikawa had mentioned, recognizing that the
Convention stipulates substitute decisions and guardianship, when people are under guardian,
the decisions tend to be taken by their guardian and they remain in this system. I wondered if
during today's constructive dialogue, the government could explain what the plans are to put an
end to this system of substitute decision making.

With relation to Article 14, the Constitution prohibits any cohesive internment and hospitalization
and also it calls for medical treatments for people who are deemed to be mentally incompetent
between inverted comma, is there a clear date Japan has set itself to to eliminate this form of
coercive hospitalization in Japan? It seems that the pace is slow and it will take years to abolish
this system if the current pace is maintained. What measures are intended to put an end to this

system of forced hospitalization?

<& ROBERT GEORGE MARTIN :

Thank you, Madam Chair.

My question is regarding Article 8 -- no.

You have talked about awareness raising. Can you please confirm the awareness raising as in line
with the Human Rights model of disability in the CRPD? Thank you.

Article 12, please also inform the Committee about the steps that Japan has taken to raise
awareness of professionals in the judicial system, including police officers, about the legal capacity
of Persons with Disabilities and supported decision making.

Article 19, I understand that many People with Disabilities in Japan are still living in institutions
in Japan.

The mass murder of Persons with Disabilities an institution bake in 2016 was a huge tragedy and
the news of this event went around the world, including in my country, New Zealand, we were all
distressed to hear about it.

I'm very pleased to hear due to this tragedy, some people are now living in the community and
getting the support they need.

What about the other people still living in institutions? You have heard that numbers of people
coming out of institution have been declining.

Has this tragedy promoted your government to rethink the purpose of keeping people in such
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places.

Two, please tell us about the short, medium, long-term plans or strategies and resources that your
government has allocated towards implementation of Article 19.

The Rights to live independently and to be included in the community in General Comment 5.

Thank you very much.

& SAOWALAK THONGKUAY :

What is the government considering a shift from substitute decision making to very remembers --
to reverse the opposite sex, personal assistant and what steps does the state party take to reveal
the provisions of the guardian system to support the decision making and abolish the policy related
to the opposite sex care keepers.

Article 15, what step does the state party take to have the provision of opposite sex without consent
and raise awareness that the provision is a crime of inhuman and degrading treatment. What
steps does the state party take to establish the desegregated data collection system on
intersectional discrimination, including tortures and inhuman and degrading punishments
against Women and Girls with Disabilities.

What step does state party take to repeal the basic act of Persons with Disabilities in CRPD
standard, Article 3 and the general principle, Article 16, what step does the state party take to
promote comprehensive sexual education with support to health professionals, relevant experts,
parents, relative, families, Women with Disabilities understanding awareness aimed to eliminate
sexual abuse and violence

Article 19, what step has taken or state party taken to eliminate the institutions and what step
does state party take to protect and enjoy Accessibility and equality to the welfare services
provided by the municipalities, in particular the allocations of working hours and days or personal
assistance. What steps does state party taken to repeal a law that has limitations on the use of
the welfare services and last, what extent does state party take to ensure the social care services
for persons with psychosocial disability and sufficiency provided and what appropriate mechanism
the state party has taken to enjoy access the home, residentials and other community support
service, including personal assistant to support independent living in the community and
isolations, segregations from the community.

Thank you.

< MARKUS SCHEFER :
Thank you, Madam Chair.
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I have a question on Article 13, access to justice.

I would expand on the question my colleague Danlami Basharu had asked in relation to Article 9
in this respect.

The Japan Federation of Bar Associations informs us that the code of criminal procedure does not
contain any provisions that would ensure access to justice for Persons with Disabilities. Judicial
bodies are not covered by the discrimination elimination act, its Accessibility provisions. The
situation is comparable in the code of civil procedure and the administrative procedure act. This
information must be assessed in light of the guarantee of access to justice as provided by Article
13 of the Convention. This provision requires state parties to render all individualized legal
proceedings fully accessible to all Persons with Disabilities. It extends to all legal proceedings
applying the law in individual situations, be they criminal, civil or administrative in nature, be
they court proceedings of administrative bodies. It content is sketched in the international
principles of access to justice for Persons with Disabilities which this Committee endorsed.

I appreciate the delegations answer that the state party conducts training sessions for members
of the judiciary, however, if there are no explicit basis in law allowing and mandating the provision
of procedural accommodations for Persons with Disabilities training essentials will likely not be
very effective. Based on this background, I would ask the delegation if the Government of Japan
has any plans to enact legislation guaranteeing procedural accommodation for all Persons with
Disabilities in all types of procedures, applying the law in individual cases, be they criminal, civil,
administrative in nature.

Thank you.

<& SAMUEL NJUGUNA KABUE :

Yes, access, Article 13, access to justice. What measures are there in order to ensure protection of
people with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities in regard to procedural accommodation and
what has been the experience of such people in the justice system.

Independent living, what measures are there to accelerate deinstitutionalization, family living
arrangements and other institutional arrangement and to make it possible for People with
Disabilities to have choices on where and with whom they would like to live. We do understand
that there has been steps to deinstitutionalize, but we understand it is going so slowly.

What plans are interest to accelerate that process?

Thank you very much.

< DANLAMI UMARU BASHARU :

41



Thank you.

My question number 13 has been sufficiently handled by my colleagues, Markus Schefer and
Samuel Kabue.

I will skip that. I'll go to Article 20.

Personal mobility, what measures are in place to provide mobility Aids and assistive devices,
technologies and services including use of service dogs and transportation necessary for
unrestricted personal mobility of Persons with Disabilities, including the mobility of Women with
Disabilities.

What incentives are given to companies to produce the mobility Aids assistive devices for Persons
with Disabilities?

Thank you.

<& GERTRUDE OFORIWA FEFOAME :

I have two follow-up and two substantive.

Thank you, delegation, to the answer about presentation of Women and Girls with Disabilities on
the Commission responsible for disability issues.

The Committee wants to know about the other councils commissions, panels of experts how Women
with Disabilities are represented in equal basis with other women.

On Article 9, thank you for the explanation. Please confirm for us that Easy Read as a form of
information access, sign language, comprehensive approaches for diverse categories are available.
Article 16, we have touched base to some extent around violence and abuse? Please help us with
how abuse and violence are identified, investigated, and to the greatest prosecuted.

Kindly also inform the Committee on plans in place to amend the Persons with Disabilities act on
abuse and prevention so that the reporting obligations are not limited to families. Welfare facilities,
workplace, but covers public agency, hospital, similar institutions.

What measures have been put in place to ensure fully inclusive and accessible victim support
services for all Women and Girls with Disabilities, including older Women with Disabilities.
Article 17, Persons with Disabilities, especially Women and Girls with Disabilities as well as
persons with psychosocial and those with intellectual disability, they're subjected to forced
intervention and medical treatment, including sterilization and psychiatric interventions as well
as involuntary confinement without their consent.

What measures are in place to eliminate the discriminatory practices and measures in place to

punish the perpetrators. Thank you very much.
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< ODELIA FITOUSSI :

Thank you, Chair. Madam.

First of all, I want to say something about the questions raised up about Article 19 and learned in
Japan, there is a half million that are living in institutions, most of them, they're considered as
sick, person with sickness, person with disability, but in fact, they are living all their life, so what
do they plan to do to take them outside to the community and to give them all they need, all of the
things they need, all of the assistance that they need and I have another follow-up question about
-- for the Ministry of Education, that was spoke about, special education and general education,
and he said that children can choose between general education and special education, but to
children really receive all of the almost accommodation in the regular education so really the
choice is real and not the reasonable accommodation in the regular school so, they choose the
special education.

Thank you very much.

<& FLOYD MORRIS :

It is a follow-up question. I don't believe that my question was adequately answered in light of the
deeply entrenched charity models that are entrenched in the Japanese society and what measures
are being put in place to ensure that they are consistent public education of Persons with
Disabilities in consultation with their organizations.

In a similar breath I would also like to ask what -- will the country consider implementing codes
of practice to act as a guide to preventing discrimination against Persons with Disabilities in

respective fields.

<& AMALIA GAMIO - VICE CHAIR :

Now I will give my questions. For follow up with, rather than questioners, I would like to point
out two thing, the first, it was pointed out that the terms currently used in Japanese law to refer
to Persons with Disabilities are not discriminatory and I should clarify that General Comment
number 6 on Article 5, disability laws and policies, they must take the diversity of Persons with
Disabilities into account and paragraph 8, discusses the former medical model of disability reads
fools. They also include language that is now considered inappropriate or object leet.

The Convention is based on inclusive equality.

Also as my colleague, children should not have to choose between going to a regular school or a
special education school. CRPD clearly opposes special education and advocates for inclusion

education.
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Now, Article 14, we are really concerned about the Persons with Disabilities who have been
institutionalized. The government could clarify whether it is investigating the thousands of
increased voluntary hospitalizations, that it is engaged in effective measures to reduce segregation
and restraint and whether if preparing a mechanism to visit investigates and monitors the
violation of Human Rights and psychiatric hospitals.

Article 18, does the government recognize that the provision of mental disability in paragraph 2
of Article 5 of the current immigration and refugee recognition act is equivalent of disability
discrimination?

Finally, Article 19, could you explain what is poverty business, we have information that was
legalized and these facilities provide poor and dangerous living environments for millions and
control for persons under public assistance.

Under this draft, the facilities can manage the welfare payments for residents more easier than
under guardianship without monitoring.

Thank you.

< MIYEONKIM :

Thank you, Madam chair.

I'm so disappointed with the question related to Article 5, equality and non-discrimination issue.
Again, I would like to give my question, related to Article 5, please provide information of the
procedure and remedy under the act of elimination of discrimination against Persons with
Disabilities and please provide information on how the act on the elimination of discrimination
against Persons with Disabilities cover the multiple discrimination on an intersectional approach
to ensure measures for Persons with Disabilities based on diverse backgrounds.

I would like to give the question related to Article 11, the situation of humanitarian emergencies,
after the great east Japan earthquake,

based on the basic act on disaster counter, would you provide information to the Committee, first,
please provide the information about the Japanese government's effort to formulate an individual
evacuation plan for Persons with Disabilities who need assistance evacuating the before disaster
strike.

Secondly, provide information about the provision of the general evacuation shelters after a
disaster or welfare evacuation shelter and temporary housing specialized for Persons with
Disabilities and the elderly.

Thirdly, based on the barrier-free act, amended in May, 2020, what kind of reasonable

accommodations was provided for Persons with Disabilities occurring evacuation and in the event
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of a disaster.
Finally, please explain in detail the provision of reasonable accommodation in the barrier-free act
and suffered as victim of disabilities from natural disasters, especially climate changes.

Thank you so much.

< JONAS RUSKUS :

Thank you, Madam Chair.

I would like to thank delegation for their replies, however, I have one follow-up question.

Yeah, it is about measures that have been taken to raise awareness of Japanese society about
Eugenic and other items as demonstrated by the stab, including if there is the state party, whether
there is an understanding that the Eugenic attitudes and more, the life in institution, it is not a
safe place and dangerous, it is a dangerous place for Persons with Disabilities. On that relation,
questions on cluster 2, again on living independent, being included in the community in relation
to Article 19, please inform the Commaittee on the measures taken to redirect budgetary allocations
from institutionalization of Persons with Disabilities in residential care and psychiatric
Institutions, directing them into the establishing of the independent living provisions with Persons
with Disabilities and necessary services including personal assistance and Human Rights based
mental health services for them in the community.

My remark and reaction to the reply from the delegation -- we were not discussing the Article yet,
but it is in the Article 19 that group homes are not the provision of the Convention. On the contrary,
it is considered a form of institutionalizations as explained in the Committee's General Comment
number 5 on Articlel9. Then, more questions, on relation to Article 10, Right-to-life, the
Committee 1s concerned about the reports on the cases of deaths of Persons with Disabilities
resulted from the lack of safeguards to the right of life, including lack of consideration of wills and
preference, as regards to the non-start or continuation of the medical treatment including in
palliative care.

The Committee is also concerned by incidents of death of Persons with Disabilities due to physical
and chemical restraints in the condition of involuntary hospitalization.

Please inform the Committee about measures taken to ensure safeguards of the Right-to-life of
Persons with Disabilities in relation to medical treatment in palliative care and in psychiatric
hospitals and efforts taken to carry out independent investigation on the deaths in psychiatric
hospitals.

Article 13, access to justice, please inform about measures and concrete steps taken for ensuring

physical Accessibility of court buildings, judicial, administrative facilities.
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Article 15, about freedom of torture and cruel and inhumane, degrading treatment, the Committee
is informed about the seclusion of persons with psychosocial disabilities and psychiatric settings.
The use of physical, chemical restraints, forced medication, forced cognitive and electric convulsive
therapies and the legal provisions leading to such practices, we're also informed about the lack of
complaint and appeal mechanism in psychiatric settings, also about the lack of scope and
independence of the psychiatric review boards to prevent the ill treatment in the psychiatric
settings. Please inform the Committee on -- about measures taken to cease such practices,
abolishing all regal provisions that are legitimatizing the entreatment of people with psychosocial
disabilities and leading to the ill treatment, also about measures taken to set up complaint and
appeal mechanism in psychiatric settings for reporting forced and ill treatment.

One more question on Article 17, on protecting integrity of the person, please identify and reflect
on the limitations of compensation systems as set out within the act on the provision of
compensation of those receiving the Eugenic surgery under the former law and what should be
done in order that all victims are apologized to and properly addressed.

Thank you.

AMALIA GAMIO - VICE CHAIR:

Thank you. I would like to ask in regard to Article 11, what is Civil Society of -BZ is participating
in plans and programmes of climate change, there are -- they are involved in all the planning of
the government for climate change.

Thank you.
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